TEXAS ANIMAL HEALTH COMMISSION
Serving Texas Animal Agriculture Since 1893

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ORDER ESTABLISHING INTRASTATE MOVEMENT
REQUIREMENTS FOR CATTLE FROM MEXICO

The Texas Animal Health Commission (the “Commission”) is authorized to establish
movement requirements for animals entering the state to protect livestock, exotic
livestock, domestic fowl, and exotic fowl in this state.

New World Screwworm (NWS) is a parasitic fly that poses a serious threat to livestock,
exotic livestock, fowl, and exotic fowl in Texas. NWS flies lay eggs in wounds or soft
tissues of live warm-blooded animals; the larvae hatch and burrow into living tissue,
leading to the painful condition NWS myiasis. As an infestation worsens and the
wounds become larger, it can cause serious injury, secondary infection, and can be
fatal if not treated.

Since November 2024, Mexico has been affected by NWS infestations. To prevent the
spread of NWS into the United States, the United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA) restricted cattle imports from Mexico. USDA has since worked with Mexican
authorities to establish enhanced inspection, treatment, and certification protocols,
allowing the gradual reopening of ports of entry for cattle imported from Mexico.

Because NWS continues to expand in Mexico, the Executive Director has determined
that additional entry requirements are necessary for cattle of Mexican origin entering
Texas. These requirements supplement existing entry requirements and are
intended to protect animal health and support the safe movement of cattle into the
state.

The following requirements apply to all cattle of Mexican origin that enter the United
States through a port of entry located outside Texas on or after August 24, 2026, and
are subsequently moved into Texas, regardless of whether they are moved directly
to Texas following importation or held in another state prior to entering Texas:

o Comply with all applicable requirements for cattle originating from Mexico
under Title 4, Part 2, 88 51.7 and 51.8 of the Texas Administrative Code.
« Be identified with an official radio frequency identification device (RFID).
« Be accompanied by an electronic certificate of veterinary inspection (eCVI).
Obtain an entry permit before entering Texas.
This order is issued pursuant to Texas Agriculture Code, Chapters 161 - 168, and
applicable regulations found in Title 4, Part 2, Chapters 31 - 60 of the Texas
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Administrative Code and is effective immediately.
This order will remain in effect until modified.

Signed August 24, 2026.
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Lewis R. “Bud” Dinges, D.V.M.
Executive Director
Texas Animal Health Commission
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