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TUBERCULOSIS

WHAT IS CATTLE TUBERCULOSIS?

Cattle tuberculosis (TB) is a contagious, chronic,
respiratory disease caused by the bacterium
Mycobacterium bovis (M. bovis). This strain of TB
can also affect other species of animals including
elk, deer, bison, goats, dogs, and other species of
vertebrates. Tuberculosis can also affect humans.

CLINICAL SIGNS
Cattle tuberculosis has a long incubation period and
clinical signs of infection may not always be visible,
especially in the early stages of an infection. During
later stages of infection, likely impacting multiple
organ systems, clinical signs may include:

* weight loss

* anorexia

* drowsiness

* weakness

* low-grade fever

* pneumonia with a chronic, moist cough

* enlarged lymph nodes

TRANSMISSION

TB is transmitted through airborne particles from
the respiratory tract of infected animals or people. In
the United States, the two most common methods of
introduction are purchase of or exposure to infected
cattle or infected wildlife.

Cattle can become infected by nose-to-nose contact,
inhalation, or ingestion. The bacteria can spread
through contaminated feed or watering sites, bodily
fluids, or pass from infected cow to nursing calf. Risk
of exposure is greater in confined areas.

DIAGNOSIS

The primary method of testing is the Caudal Fold
Tuberculin (CFT) test. Authorized veterinarians assess
the reaction of injected tuberculin to determine any
needs for further testing to confirm TB.

Upon laboratory confirmation of the disease, the
TAHC works closely with the affected producer
to prevent disease spread by restricting animal
movement and conducting an epidemiological
investigation that can include subsequent testing.

The National Slaughter Surveillance Program helps
detect TB in cattle that may have been asymptomatic
antemortem for further investigation.

REPORTING TB

The Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC) must
be notified within 24 hours of all suspected and
confirmed cases of TB. Reports can be made to any
TAHC region office.

PREVENTION
Livestock owners can implement a variety of best
practices to help protect their animals from TB.

Test to confirm TB is not present prior to purchase
of animals, purchase animals from an accredited
TB-free herd, restrict exposure to other herds and
free-ranging wildlife, routinely disinfect facilities and
trailers that house animals, pasteurize waste milk
and colostrum on the farm, and maintain a healthy
boundary between farm visitors such as milk haulers,
feed delivery personnel, and anyone who may have
had contact with other herds.

The USDA and TAHC have regulations in place
to prevent the introduction and spread of TB.
Regulations outline the requirements for movement,
testing, identification, record keeping, surveillance,
and approved facilities.

TREATMENT
TB is not treated in livestock.

TESTING REQUIREMENTS

Cattle must meet the TAHC TB testing requirements.
All dairy and beef-on-dairy cattle are required
to be officially identified. There are no testing
requirements for the intrastate movement of dairy
or beef-on-dairy cattle.

Producers intending to move dairy and beef-on-
dairy cattle into Texas should contact the TAHC
Program Records Department, 512-719-0777, to
ensure entry and permitting requirements are met.
Producers moving or selling Texas-origin cattle out of
state should contact the destination state to ensure
movement requirements are met.
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