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TAHC Rule Proposals Open for Public Comment
Certificates of Veterinary Inspection, New World Screwworm
Certified Inspector Program, Sheep & Goat Entry Requirements,
and Exhibition Poultry Movement

AUSTIN, TX - The Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC) held a regularly scheduled Commission meeting August 25, 2026,
at its headquarters in Austin.

The following amendments were proposed during the meeting and are open for comment from September 11 - October
11, 2026.

Chapter 33, Fees

The proposal repeals the entirety of Chapter 33, Fees, to be replaced with a newly proposed Chapter 33 titled “Certificates
of Veterinary Inspection.” The newly proposed chapter contains electronic certificates of veterinary inspection (CVIs),
associated fees assessed by the TAHC, and establishment of enforcement and penalty rules.

Chapter 47, Authorized Personnel

The proposal adds a new subchapter titled “New World Screwworm?”, and includes standards and requirements for
performing work as an authorized New World screwworm (NWS) Certified Inspector. The proposed additions establish
application, training, and recordkeeping requirements, and detail grounds for suspension and revocation of NWS Certified
Inspector status.

Chapter 51, Entry Requirements

The proposal repeals a section and combines scrapie and tuberculosis restricted zone entry requirements for goats and
sheep and updates language related to the reorganization. The proposed amendments update language in the newly
combined section to reflect the Texas transition to eCVIs and merge of sheep and goat entry requirements.

Chapter 57, Poultry

The proposed amendments require exhibition birds to leave Texas on a CVI. The proposal includes requirements of
negative pullorum-typhoid test (PT) and avian influenza test (Al) issued within 30 days prior to movement, and allows the
birds to return to Texas on the same CVI within its validity period if not exhibited in a highly pathogenic avian influenza
(HPAI)-Impacted state, there are no signs of illness, and a quarantine was not established during the event. The proposed
rule states these movement requirements do not allow birds to reenter if they have travelled to a state already designated
as a HPAI-Impacted state at time of movement. The proposed amendments also add definitions for clarity of terms.

Comments on the rule proposals may be submitted to Amanda Bernhard, Texas Animal Health Commission, by mail at
2105 Kramer Lane, Austin, Texas 78758, by fax at (512)-719-0719 or by email to comments@tahc.texas.gov.

Complete  details of the rule proposals are also available on the TAHC website at
https://www.tahc.texas.gov/regs/proposals.html#proposals.
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The Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC) was established in 1893 as the Livestock Sanitary Commission and charged with protecting the state’s

domestic animals “from all contagious or infectious diseases of a malignant character.” TAHC remains true to this charge while evolving with the
times to protect the health and marketability of all Texas livestock and poultry. Learn more about the TAHC by visiting www.tahc.texas.gov.
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