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Texas Animal Health Commission

Authorized Personnel Program (TAPP)
Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Texas Animal Health Commission
Authorized Personnel Program (TAPP)?
The Texas Authorized Personnel Program (TAPP) was en-
acted in 2013 by the 83rd Texas Legislative Session, and 
is similar to the earlier Texas Bovine Brucellosis Approved      
Personnel Program managed by the Texas Animal Health 
Commission (TAHC). Unlike the previous Bovine Brucellosis 
Approved Personnel Program training, the TAPP training is 
not limited to brucellosis program work. The TAPP regula-
tions and requirements apply to veterinarians engaging in 
any activity that is part of a TAHC or USDA disease control 
or eradication program. Veterinarians issuing certificates 
of  veterinary inspection for livestock, exotic livestock, fowl, 
and/or exotic fowl must also be TAHC Authorized Personnel.

Who is eligible for the new TAPP Program?
To be eligible for TAPP status with TAHC, veterinarians must 
first hold a current, active license to practice veterinary 
medicine in Texas. Veterinarians must also have current 
Type II Texas Accreditation status with USDA.

Can my status be transferred from the previous                         
Brucellosis Approved Personnel Status to new TAHC               
Authorized Personnel Program?
Yes. Veterinarians who previously had Brucellosis Approved 
Personnel Status with the Texas Animal Health Commis-
sion must fill out an application to transfer status from the 
previous program to the new TAHC Authorized Personnel 
Program.  Upon receipt of the original, signed application, 
TAHC will automatically change the veterinarian’s status 
from Brucellosis Approved to TAHC Authorized Personnel. 
Additional TAHC regulatory certification(s) previously held 
will also transfer over upon receipt of the original, signed 
TAPP application.

Does TAHC have training requirements for any other       
disease control or eradication program?
Yes. TAHC has two (2) additional certification programs.  
Veterinarians who engage in Bovine Trichomoniasis and/

or TB Cervidae activities must maintain program specific                      
certification from the TAHC. Veterinarians certified in the 
Bovine Trichomoniasis program shall be recertified every 
three years. Contact TAHC Authorized Personnel staff or 
your TAHC Region Director to schedule one or both of these 
required certification program classes.

What if I did not already have Brucellosis Approved         
Personnel Status or if I am a veterinarian who just 
moved to Texas?  How do I obtain TAPP status?
TAHC Authorized Personnel Program orientation is sched-
uled in various locations across Texas throughout the year.            
Contact the TAHC Authorized Personnel staff at authorized_
personnel@tahc.texas.gov or at (512) 719-0761 to sign up 
for a class.

What is the time commitment for the TAPP Orientation?
The basic TAPP Orientation lasts four (4) hours. Veterinari-
ans who attend the TAPP orientation in person are eligible to                                                                                                                 
receive continuing education credits. The TAHC Bovine 
Trichomoniasis and TB Cervidae certifications each last 
90 minutes. Veterinarians who complete these required       
certification programs are also eligible to receive veterinary 
continuing education credits.

What happens if I engage in any TAHC or USDA                            
disease control or eradication program activity without                       
Authorized Personnel Status?
Failure to complete and return the application by Septem-
ber 1, 2015 may affect a veterinarian’s ability to perform                                                
program activities in the specific disease eradication 
or control program for which you received approved                                                                                
personnel status. For more information about the                                                       
Authorized Personnel rules and requirements, including 
grounds for suspension or revocation of TAHC Authorized 
Personnel status, please visit:
http://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.View-
TAC?tac_view=5&ti=4&pt=2&ch=47&sch=A&rl=Y
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