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TAHC Announces  
Horseback Emergency Response Team 

TAHC Rides for the Brand 
 
AUSTIN – The Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC) is excited to announce its new horseback emergency 
response team. As part of the Texas Division of Emergency Management (TDEM) state response structure, the 
TAHC is designated as the lead state agency for animal issues in disasters.  Launching this group of approximately 
20 agency responders will enhance the state’s capability to assist the citizens of Texas with animal issues during 
disasters. 
 
According to Amanda Bernhard, TAHC Emergency Management Coordinator, “Disasters in the past have revealed 
the need for responders on horseback to help with livestock handling issues. Public safety as well as animal safety 
can be compromised when displaced animals are found on public roadways, as occurred during Hurricane Ike in 
2008. Experienced riders on horseback will be invaluable in capturing stray livestock, as well as assisting with other 
“search” or “damage assessment” operations in isolated or affected areas.” 
 
The horse responder team is comprised of TAHC animal health inspectors whose primary role in the aftermath of a 
disaster will be to assist with locating, rounding up, identifying, and moving livestock. The horse team will also 
perform any other appropriate duties as requested by local and state responders.  In general, the TAHC staff will 
work to reunite stray livestock with their owners, assist local jurisdictions with shelter activities, support any unmet 
needs of impacted livestock and poultry producers, as well as assist the local veterinary community that may be 
affected by a catastrophic event. 
 
 Dr. Dee Ellis, TAHC Executive Director and State Veterinarian stated, “The development of a mounted response 
team is a testimony to the dedication of TAHC personnel. These employees are volunteering to put themselves and 
their horses in harm’s way to help with emergency response operations. In the future, with proper training, these 
responders could assist not only with animal disaster issues, but also participate in other response roles as requested, 
including providing horseback security services, or participating in  search and rescue operations.” 
 
For more information about the TAHC visit www.tahc.state.tx.us or call 1-800-550-8242.  
 
The Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC), one of the oldest state agencies, was founded in 1893 by the 
legislature with a mission to combat the fever tick that plagued the Texas cattle industry. Today, the agency protects 
the health and marketability of all Texas livestock, including: cattle, equine, swine, sheep and goats, poultry, and 
exotic livestock and fowl. 
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